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Welcome to John Keble Church

3rd December 2023, 10am 

1st Sunday of Advent
As the bell rings during the few minutes before the start of the service please sit and take a moment of peace and quiet to prepare yourself for the Eucharist. 

This morning’s service will be led by Rev Andy Arnell
Please stand as the Choir enters the Church. We sing the Advent Prose as the Ministers process to take their places – please join in with the refrain (in bold). 

Pour down, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.

1 Turn your fierce anger from us, O Lord, and remember not our sins for ever. Your holy cities have become a desert, Zion a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation; our holy and beautiful house, where our ancestors praised you. Refrain:
2 We have sinned and become like one who is unclean; we have all withered like a leaf, and our iniquities like the wind have swept us away. You have hidden your face from us, and abandoned us to our iniquities. Refrain:
3 You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may know me and believe me. I myself am the Lord, and none but I can deliver; what my hand holds, none can snatch away. Refrain:
4 Comfort my people, comfort them; my salvation shall not be delayed. I have swept your offences away like a cloud; fear not, for I will save you. I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Redeemer. Refrain: 

All remain standing for THE GREETING:

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.
Presider: Peace be with you.  
All: And also with you.
All remain standing for the Minister to lead THE RITE OF PENITENCE:
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore, in the light of Christ let us call to mind and confess our sins.
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
The Presider says THE ABSOLUTION: 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
Remain standing for the Presider to say THE COLLECT: 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
All sit to sing together PSALM 80:1-8

1 Hear, O / Shepherd . of / Israel: you that led / Joseph / like a / flock

2 Shine forth, you that are enthroned up-/on the / Cherubim: before Ephraim, / Benja . min / and Man-/nasseh.

3 Stir up your / mighty / strength: and / come to / our sal-/vation.

4 Turn us a-/gain O / God: show the light of your countenance, / and we / shall be / saved.

5 O Lord / God of / hosts: how long will you be / angry at . your / people’s / prayer?

6 You feed them with the / bread of / tears: you give them a-/bundance . of / tears to / drink.

7 You have made us the de-/rision of . our / neighbours: and our / ene . mies / laugh us . to / scorn.

8 Turn us again, O / God of / hosts: show the light of your countenance / and we / shall be / saved.

All sit for the FIRST BIBLE READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before you! As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and have given us over to our sins. Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be angry beyond measure, Lord; do not remember our sins for ever. Oh, look upon us we pray, for we are all your people.
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God
All stand to sing THE GRADUAL HYMN:
	Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us;

let us ﬁnd our rest in thee.

2 Israel’s strength and consolation,

hope of all the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.
	3 Born thy people to deliver;

born a child and yet a king;

born to reign in us for ever;

now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4 By thine own eternal Spirit,

rule in all our hearts alone:

by thy all-sufﬁcient merit,

raise us to thy glorious throne.


Remain standing for THE GOSPEL READING: Mark 13: 24-end
Reader: 
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and show us your saving help. Alleluia
Reader: 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Marl
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord.
But in those days, following that distress, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: as soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a man going away: he leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. ‘Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back – whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: “Watch!”’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
All sit for THE ADDRESS
Remain seated as the choir sings: This is the truth sent from above – traditional arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams
All stand to say THE NICENE CREED:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Presider: In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.
All kneel or sit for THE INTERCESSIONS: 
Using the form: 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

And ending:
Merciful Father accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

All stand for THE PEACE:

Presider:
We are the Body of Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Let us the pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.


The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All:
And also with you
Minister: 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All remain standing to sing THE OFFERTORY HYMN as the bread and wine are taken to the altar: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel!

3 O come, O come, Adonaï,

Redeem thy captive Israel,


who in thy glorious majesty

that into exile drear is gone


from Sinai’s mountain, clothed with awe,
far from the face of God’s dear Son.
gavest thy fold the ancient law.

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

    Shall come to thee, O Israel.
2 O come thou Wisdom from on high!
4 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright!
Who madest all in earth and sky,

Pour on our souls thy healing light;

creating man from dust and clay:

dispel the long night’s lingering gloom

to us reveal salvation’s way.

and pierce the shadows of the tomb.

5 O come, Desire of nations! Show

thy kingly reign on earth below;

thou Corner-stone, uniting all,

restore the ruin of our fall.

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

     Shall come to thee, O Israel.
Immediately following the HYMN and once the OFFERTORY has been made a brief silence is kept before the Presider says THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS:

Presider: 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All: 

All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.
Following this PRAYER, the bell is tolled three times to indicate the offering of our hearts to God and all kneel for THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:

The Lord be with you. 


 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.



 We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

The Presider continues:


It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. For he is your living Word; through him you have created all things from the beginning, and formed us in your own image. Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; you raised him from the dead and exalted him to your right hand on high. Through him you have sent upon us your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us a people for your own possession. And so with angels and archangels and all the heavenly host, we proclaim your glory and join their unending hymn of praise, singing:
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The Presider continues:
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Minister: 
Great is the mystery of faith:

All: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.
The Presider continues:


And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of The Blessèd Virgin Mary, John Keble and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

After the PRAYER the bell tolls three times to indicate that the bread and wine have been consecrated for the whole community. Remain kneeling for the Presider to lead THE LORD’S PRAYER and THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD:
Uniting our prayers with those of the Church Universal, we say in our own language the prayer that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Presider: 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All:  
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
All remain kneeling to sing the AGNUS DEI:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
Remain kneeling for the Presider to lead THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Presider: 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  
All:

Amen
Presider: 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 
All:

Amen
Music during COMMUNION is: 

Father, we thank thee who hast planted

thy holy name within our hearts.

Knowledge and faith and life immortal

Jesus thy Son to us imparts.

Thou, Lord, didst make all for thy pleasure

didst give us food for all our days,

giving in Christ the bread eternal;

thine is the power, be thine the praise.

Watch o’er thy Church, O Lord, in mercy,

save it from evil, guard it still,

perfect it in thy love, unite it,

cleansed and conformed unto thy will.

As grain, once scattered on the hillsides,

was in this broken bread made one,

so from all lands thy Church be gathered

into thy kingdom by thy Son.
After COMMUNION all sit or kneel as The Presider leads THE POST COMMUNION PRAYERS: Let us pray:
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
After any NOTICES, all stand for the HYMN, during which the Ministers and Acolytes prepare for THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:
Hills of the North, rejoice, 


3 Lands of the East, arise,

echoing songs arise, 



he is your brightest morn,

hail with united voice 



greet him with joyous eyes,

him who made earth and skies: 

praise shall his path adorn:

he comes in righteousness and love, 
the God whom you have longed to know
he brings salvation from above. 

in Christ draws near, and calls you now.
2 Isles of the Southern seas, 


4 Shores of the utmost West,

sing to the listening earth, 


lands of the setting sun,

carry on every breeze 



welcome the heavenly guest

hope of a world’s new birth: 

in whom the dawn has come:

in Christ shall all be made anew, 

he brings a never-ending light

his word is sure, his promise true. 
who triumphed o’er our darkest night.

5 Shout, as you journey on,

songs be in every mouth,

lo, from the North they come,

from East and West and South:

in Jesus all shall find their rest,

in him the sons of earth be blest.

Following THE HYMN, The Presider, after lighting the first candle, says this PRAYER:

God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, you are our Father too. Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of David. Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit to make his home among us. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. Amen.
The Presider then says THE BLESSING:

May God himself, the God of peace, make you perfect and holy, and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
A Minister says THE DISMISSAL:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen
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NOTICES

Sunday school next takes place on 10th, then 17th December. On the 17th the Sunday School children will be performing a Nativity play.
Beavers: for boys or girls aged 6-7 is held on Mondays in the BP Centre from 6-7pm. 
Can you be a Christmas Day Lunch elf? Your support is needed for the Christmas Day Lunch Delivery. We need your eyes and ears to find anyone on their own, locally, who you think might like a Christmas Day lunch delivered. 

· Delivery drivers will be wanted on Christmas Day in the morning.

· We need 14 people to supply items of food. If you are able to do so please speak to Maggi.

This is a very important part of our Christian outreach into our local community, but we really can’t do it without you! Thank you.

Thank you for your continued support of the Colindale Foodbank. Please see Jeff Green for information on specific items that are urgently needed, or see the notice at the back of church. If you would like to know more about the Foodbank please go to Colindale.foodbank.org.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

NEXT SUNDAY, 10th December, will be our 9 Lessons and Carols. The service starts at 6:30pm. Whilst we are very fortunate to have a hugely increased choir (about 30 singers!) there will be plenty of opportunity for you to sing. It will be a beautiful occasion, as always.

JOHN KEBLE CHURCH

Intercessions

Sunday 3 December 2023
Those who live on:  West Way
The sick and those unable to worship with us for whom prayers have been asked:

	Ized Akpata 

Brian Allen

Barbara Booth

Sonia Beldom

Stella Bradbury

Christina Bunce

David Castleden

Ann Clark

Michael Daker

Tamba Fasuluku


	Maureen Goss

Pamela Noakes

Olive Palmer-Davies

Christian Payne

David Peston

Louisa Quereshi
Sharron Smith

Brian Ward

Lily Wells


The recently departed:

Paul Ginever

Those whose year’s mind falls at this time:
3
Helen Pancott



10
Oscar Beuselinck

4
Agnes Gale



11
Gladys Goldstraw

5
Roger Pattison



12
Jack Gillon

9
Harry Burrell




Priscilla Hemson


Lillian Harris




Dorothy Bisson


Joan Easter

